
... بعد صلاة المغرب سأذهب مع الأصدقاء لنشرب 

Can you suggest completions to these sentences ?

(Wine)النبيذ

(Hibiscus)الكركديه

(Whisky)الويسكي

Beverage

(After Maghrib prayer I’m going with friends to drink …)

Having Beer after Prayer?

Measuring Cultural Bias in Large Language Models

Tarek Naous,  Michael J. Ryan,  Alan Ritter,  Wei Xu

We introduce        CAMeL (Cultural Appropriateness Measure Set for LMs)
Novel entity-centric dataset to measure cultural biases in LMs (stereotypes, fairness, text-infilling) 

(Coffee)القهوة

(Mocha)موكا

(Tequila)التكيلا

(The Arab drink [MASK] late at night is great to calm your nerves)

العربي في آخر الليل مفيد جدا لهدوء الأعصاب [MASK] شراب

له اضرار كثير العربي [MASK] اتوقع شراب

(I suspect the Arab drink [MASK] has a lot of harms)

Naturally Occurring Prompts

Western Entities

(Karak)كرك

Cultural Entities

Arab
Drinks

• LLMs fail at appropriate cultural adaptation

• LLMs are biased towards Western entities

Arab Entities

(Jallab)جلاب

Western(Scotch)سكوتش
Drinks (Gin)جين

… …

618 prompts offering both Arab contexts and neutral contexts 

constructed from naturally-occurring contexts from Twitter/X

20k cultural entities for 8 entity types (food, beverage, names, 

locations, clothing, authors, sports clubs, religious places)

Arab(Khaldoon)خلدون
Names (Talha)طلحة

Western(Charles)شارل
Names (Eddie)إيدي

… …

𝑃 𝑀𝐴𝑆𝐾 (Arab Entity) >? 𝑃 𝑀𝐴𝑆𝐾 (Western entity)

• LLMs associate Arab names with poverty and

traditionalism and Western names with a high-status

and wealthy stereotype

• Models fail to adapt to 

Arab cultural contexts, 

choosing Western entities 

40-60% of the time

• Western bias is also 

persistent in 

monolingual LMs trained 

only on Arabic

𝐶𝐵𝑆 = 

𝑖,𝑗,𝑘

𝕀[𝑃 𝑀𝐴𝑆𝐾 𝑏𝑗 𝑡𝑘 > 𝑃 𝑀𝐴𝑆𝐾 𝑎𝑖 𝑡𝑘 ]

• LLMs associate Arab entities 

with negative sentiment

• LLMs are better at NER 

tagging of Western entities 

than Arab entities 

• We trained n-gram LMs on 5 Arabic pre-training corpora and 

evaluate them on CAMeL

• Arabic Wikipedia 

and web-crawls 

among the most 

Western-biased 

sources

Motivation

Stereotypes

Text Infilling

CAMeL Dataset

Fairness

Analyzing Pre-training Corpora

Can LLMs correctly choose Arab entities for Arab contexts? 


